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The National Indian Health Board is committed to ensuring that the Tribes remain informed 
on COVID-19 and have the resources and assistance needed to respond to the pandemic. This 
newsletter will contain the latest resources, announcements and information on scheduled 
calls and webinars. 
To view all of our resources, please be sure to visit our COVID-19 Tribal Resource Center at 
www.nihb.org/covid-19.  
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CDC to Host National Forum on 
COVID-19 Vaccines February 
22-24 

The 
Centers 
for 
Disease 
Control 
and 
Prevention 
(CDC) is organizing this 3-day virtual 
forum that will bring together 
practitioners from national, state, tribal, 
local, and territorial levels who are 
engaged in vaccinating communities 
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find regionally-specific 
resources  

 Upcoming Calls 
Webinars and Events  

 
 

 

 

Upcoming National 
Meetings 

 National Tribal Budget 
Formulation, February 
10-12 Learn More.  

 Tribal Self Governance 
Advisory Committee, 
February 17 Learn 
More.  

 National Congress of 
American Indians 
Executive Council Winter 
Session, February 21-25 
Learn More.  

 Secretary's Tribal 
Advisory Committee 
Meeting, February 25-26 
Contact Devin Delrow 
for more information.  

 

 

 

Visit the NIHB COVID-19 
Tribal Resource Center 

Vaccine Information and Tribal 
Support Page.  

across the country. The forum will 
support the Administration’s goals of 
mounting safe, effective, and 
comprehensive vaccine 
implementation strategies to protect 
those most at risk and advance health 
equity, particularly among 
communities that have been most 
disproportionately affected by COVID-
19. The Forum is intended for 
practitioners focused on vaccine 
implementation, as well as people and 
groups that can champion vaccine 
uptake in communities across the 
country. You can learn more about the 
forum here and this flyer.  
 

February 22-24, 2021 
Register by February 16, 2021 

 
 

 

 

President Biden Announces 
Members of the Biden-Harris 
Administration COVID-19 Health 
Equity Task Force  

On February 10, 2021, President 
Biden announced members of the 
Administration's COVID-19 Health 
Equity Task Force. The twelve Task 
Force members represent a diversity 
of backgrounds and expertise, a range 
of racial and ethnic groups, and a 
number of important populations, 
including: children and youth; 
educators and students; health care 
providers, immigrants; individuals with 
disabilities; LGBTQ+ individuals; 
public health experts; rural 
communities; state, local, territorial, 
and Tribal governments; and unions. 
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Are IHS Patients Getting 
Vaccinated for COVID-19? 

The first year of the COVID-19 
Pandemic has proven once 
again the vulnerability of 
American Indian and Alaska 
Natives (AI/AN) to poor health 
outcomes due to social and 
economic factors. In addition 
to poverty and rural location, 
the pandemic highlights 
housing and the existence of 
multi-generational households 
as a risk factor for COVID-19 
disease. Many states have 
adopted vaccination plans that 
prioritize the distribution and 
administration of vaccines for 
their AI/AN population. The 
National Indian Health 
Board Tribal Data Project is 
analyzing the distribution and 
administration of the COVID-
19 vaccine in Indian Country.  
  
Read more.  

 

 

 

Individuals selected by the President 
are: 
Mayra Alvarez of San Diego, CA  
James Hildreth of Nashville, TN  
Andrew Imparato of Sacramento, CA  
Victor Joseph of Tanana, AK  
Joneigh Khaldun of Lansing, MI  
Octavio Martinez of New Braunfels, TX  
Tim Putnam of Batesville, IN  
Vincent Toranzo of Pembroke Pines, 
FL  
Mary Turner of Plymouth, MN  
Homer Venters of Port Washington, 
NY  
Bobby Watts of Goodlettsville, TN  
Haeyoung Yoon of New York, NY  
 
Read the full release.  

 

 

 

CNN: Tribal Health Providers 
have figured out the key to 
COVID-19 Vaccine Success. 
Here's their secret. 

On Tuesday, February 9, CNN 
released a story on the COVID-19 
vaccine rollout in Indian Country.  
 
NIHB CEO Stacy A. Bohlen was 
interviewed and quoted in the article. 
"Our life expectancy is so much lower 
than the general population that we 
have to be able to make the decision 
that maybe a 55-year-old is in fact an 
elder, if you're in a tribe where the life 
expectancy is 58." 
 
Read the full article from CNN.  
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Follow NIHB on social 
media! 

       

 
 

  

 
 

 

Webinars and Events 

 
 

    

 
 

 

Tribal Consultation on the Tribal Broadband Connectivity 
Grants Program, Wednesday, February 10 

 

On February 2, 2021, The Department of Commerce 
released a Dear Tribal Leader Letter announcing a 
Tribal consultation series on the Tribal Broadband 
Connectivity Grants Program established by H.R. 133 
The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021. The 
program provides $1 billion in federal grants funding 
to Tribal governments, Tribal colleges and 
universities, Tribal organizations, ANCs, and the 
Department of Hawaiian homelands to mitigate the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic exacerbating the digital divide across Indian Country.  
 
The Act directs the National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration (NTIA) to make grants available to eligible entities within 
short time frames. Tribal leaders are invited to participate in the National 
Tribal Consultation to provide their advice and insights as NTIA staff work 
through the critical issues related to the program regarding implementation 
and administration. Click here to learn more about the program and review 
the consultation agenda.  
 
Submit written comments to broadbandusa@ntia.gov with the subject 
line: "Tribal Broadband Grant Program" by 6:00 pm EST February 11, 
2021. For questions, contact Jean Rice at jrice@nita.gov or (703) 655-
4614.  

 
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 
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1:00 - 5:00 Eastern Time 
Register Here 

 
Friday. February 12, 2021 
1:00 - 5:00 Eastern Time 

Register Here 

 

 

 

Provider Relief Fund – Reporting Requirements and Eligible 
Uses, Wednesday, February 10  

Join the Tribal Self Governance Education 
Consortium (SGCETC) for a webinar to learn 
more about the Provider Relief Fund (PRF), 
reporting requirements, and eligible use of 
funds. Susan Marsiglia Gray, Director of the 
Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) Office of Provider Support’s Division of Policy and 
Program Operations, will provide an overview and will seek to answer your 
questions related to the PRF.  
 
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act (P.L. 
116-136), the Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care 
Enhancement (PPPHCE) Act (P.L. 116-139), and the Coronavirus 
Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations (CRRSA) Act (P.L. 116-
123) appropriated funds to reimburse eligible healthcare providers for 
healthcare related expenses or lost revenues attributable to coronavirus. 
These funds were distributed by HRSA through the PRF program. 
 

February 10, 2021 
2:00 – 3:00 pm Eastern Time 

Register for the Webinar 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

COVID-19 in Indian Country, Thursday, February 11 

 

COVID-19 has had a disproportionate impact 
on Native communities throughout the US. Join 
experts for a conversation about combating this 
devastating pandemic in Indian Country. 
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Featuring Rear Admiral Michael Toedt, MD, Chief Medical Officer, Indian 
Health Service; Dr. Loretta Christensen (Diné [Navajo]), Chief Medical 
Officer, Navajo Area Office Indian Health Service; and Phyllis Davis, Tribal 
Council member, Gun Lake Band Pottawatomi and Chair of the Great 
Lakes Area Tribal Health Board. 
 
This online program will be moderated by Dr. Charles Grim (Cherokee), 
Chickasaw Nation Secretary of Health.  
 
Presented by the Smithsonian National Museum of the American 
Indian in partnership with the Indian Health Service.  
 

Thursday, February 11, 2021 
2:00 PM - 3:30 PM Eastern Time 

Register for the Webinar 

 

 

 

Caring for People with Serious Illness in the Home: Lessons 
from the COVID-19 Pandemic, Tuesday, February 16 

Please join the National Academies of 
Science, Engineering, and Medicine’s 
Roundtable on Quality Care for People with 
Serious Illness to discuss best practices and 
lessons learned during the COVID-19 pandemic for caring for people with 
serious illness in the home setting. The discussion will explore a range of 
issues including providing palliative care and hospice care in the home and 
strategies to reach people with serious illness living in rural communities, 
including challenges and opportunities for telehealth.  
 

Tuesday, February 16, 2021 
12:00 PM – 1:30 PM Eastern Time 

Register for the Webinar 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Emerging Infection & Tribal Communities Virtual Conference, 
Friday, February 19 
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Presented by Diné 
College, American 
Society for Microbiology 
and the Navajo Nation, 
this free, virtual 
conference will focus on 
emerging outbreaks 
and infections in light of 
COVID-19. It will foster 
sharing of challenges, 
latest scientific, 
biological, diagnostic, 
epidemiological, 
clinical, ecological, and 
social sciences 
information and 
strategies to adopt for 
future scenarios. 
 
Friday, February 19, 2021 
Learn More and Register  
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recruiting 
delegates for Tribal Advisory Committee 
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The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and the Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry's (ATSDR) 
Tribal Advisory Committee (TAC) is currently 
recruiting delegates for the Nashville Area, 
Phoenix Area, and Tucson Area to increase 
Tribal health, wellness, and inclusion by 
providing recommendations to inform CDC policies, programs, and 
priorities. The deadline to submit nomination letters has been extended to 
February 12, 2021. To access the Dear Tribal Leader Letter, TAC eligibility 
criteria, and a nomination letter sample, read more here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACF Releases Nearly $10 Billion in COVID-19 Relief Funds to 
State, Territory, and Tribal CCDF Programs 

On February 3, the Administration for Children and 
Families (ACF) awarded nearly $10 billion in 
supplemental Child Care and Development Fund 
(CCDF) program funding to states, territories, and 
Tribes to address the needs of child care providers and 
families resulting from the coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19) pandemic. These funds were made 
available under the recently enacted Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2021 and Coronavirus Response 
and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act of 2021 (P.L. 116-260).   
 
Funds can be used for a range of activities, including continuing payments 
and assistance to help child care providers in the case of decreased 
enrollment or closures and to ensure that providers are able to remain 
open or reopen; providing child care assistance to essential workers 
without regard to income eligibility requirements; providing relief from 
copayments and tuition payments for families; delivering technical 
assistance to help child care providers implement practices in line with 
guidance from state, territory, and local health departments and from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention regarding the safe provision of 
child care services; and supporting other allowable CCDF program 
activities. The Office of Child Care (OCC) will provide further guidance to 
states, territories, and Tribes, including information on reporting 
requirements for these funds, through the OCC COVID-19 Resources 
page.  
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FCC Seeks Input on Providing Broadband Service and 
Devices to Low-Income Households  

 

Deadline February 16, 2021 
 
The Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) is seeking to provide broadband service 
and devices to low-income households. The 
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 
directed the FCC to create the program, which 
would reimburse participating companies for providing discounted 
broadband service and connected devices to eligible households during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
The program will pay up to $50 for a broadband connection per qualifying 
household. On Tribal lands, that monthly discount may be up to $75 per 
month. The program will also purchase a device (such as a phone, laptop, 
or tablet) to connect to the Internet up to $100 of the cost of the device so 
long as the household contributes no less than $10 and no more than $50 
for the device. Participating providers will receive reimbursement from the 
Emergency Broadband Benefit Program for the discounts provided.  
Find more information about this request for comment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update to the Medicaid and CHIP COVID-19 Response 
Frequently Asked Questions 

On January 6, the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) updated its 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) for state 
Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance 
Programs (CHIP) and the agencies response to 
the COVID-19 public health emergency. This is 
the eighth addition of the FAQs, meaning that 
new questions and answers were incorporated 
into the previously published FAQs responding to 
COVID-19. This version of FAQs covers topics like eligibility and enrollment, 
financing, CHIP, benefits and Managed Care. These FAQs intend to aid 
individuals enrolled in Medicaid and CHIP to understand special exceptions, 
protections and changes that may pertain to them specifically during the 
continuation of the public health emergency. The full list of Frequently 
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Asked Questions covers other areas such as information technology and 
emergency preparedness.   

 
 

 

 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention V-safe After 
Vaccination Health Checker 

 

V-safe is a new after vaccination health 
tracker that allows people who receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine to quickly and directly tell 
CDC how they feel after vaccination. This 
smartphone-based tool uses text messaging 
and web surveys to provide you with 
personalized health check-ins and remind 
you when it is time for your 2nd dose of 
vaccine. Learn more about this new tool 
including information on how to register and 
complete a v-safe health check-in, 
information for healthcare providers, 
troubleshooting, FAQs, and contact 
information for technical support: Click Here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NIHB Tribal Infection Control Steering Committee 

The National Indian Health Board (NIHB) 
has partnered with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) on Project 
Firstline—a comprehensive infection 
control program designed to help prevent 
the spread of infectious diseases in U.S. 
healthcare settings. With Project Firstline funding, NIHB is implementing a 
multi-pronged approach to providing infection prevention and control (IPC) 
training and technical assistance to Tribal health officials and Tribal health 
systems including a mentorship and training program for Tribal health 
professionals. To help guide the development of the training NIHB is 
creating a steering committee that will review and advise on program 
materials and provide advisory for developing and implementing the 
infection control projects.   
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For interest in joining the steering committee and other Project Firstline 
opportunities, contact Carmen Sanders at csanders@nihb.org. 

 
 

 

 

HRSA Seeks Input from Entities Affected by 340B Changes  

 

The Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) is asking Tribes and 
other entities for input on the recent actions 
taken by pharmaceutical manufacturers to limit 
the access of covered entities to 340B drugs.  
 
The 340B program allows discounts to certain safety-net health care 
providers on covered outpatient drugs from drug manufacturers. 
Manufacturers participating in the Medicaid Drug Rebate Program agree to 
charge covered entities a price that will not exceed the ceiling price when 
selling covered outpatient drugs to covered entities. Covered entities are 
supposed to receive these drugs at reduced prices. However, the recent 
actions by the pharmaceutical industry threatens the availability of these 
drugs at the reduced price. The 340B Prime Vendor Program has a tool to 
assist covered entities in reporting these issues to HRSA. Follow the link to 
the tool here.  
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Visit the NIHB COVID-19 Tribal Resource Center at www.nihb.org/covid-19.  
Reach the NIHB COVID-19 Response Team, contact CWheeler@nihb.org  

 
For media inquiries, contact April Hale at AHale@nihb.org  
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